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Growing up with the twentieth century, Alfred Barr (1902-1981), founding director of the Museum of
Modern Art, harnessed the cataclysm that was modernism. In this book -- part intellectual biography, part
institutional history -- Sybil Gordon Kantor tells the story of the rise of modern art in America and of the
man responsible for its triumph. Following the trajectory of Barr's career from the 1920s through the 1940s,
Kantor penetrates the myths, both positive and negative, that surround Barr and his achievements.

Barr fervently believed in an aesthetic based on the intrinsic traits of a work of art and the materials and
techniques involved in its creation. Kantor shows how this formalist approach was expressed in the
organizational structure of the multidepartmental museum itself, whose collections, exhibitions, and
publications all expressed Barr's vision. At the same time, she shows how Barr's ability to reconcile classical
objectivity and mythic irrationality allowed him to perceive modernism as an open-ended phenomenon that
expanded beyond purist abstract modernism to include surrealist, nationalist, realist, and expressionist art.

Drawing on interviews with Barr's contemporaries as well as on Barr's extensive correspondence, Kantor
also paints vivid portraits of, among others, Jere Abbott, Katherine Dreier, Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Philip
Johnson, Lincoln Kirstein, Agnes Mongan, J. B. Neumann, and Paul Sachs.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Russell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the
Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art to read.

Ollie Nadeau:

You may get this Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Lavone Anderson:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
book Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art we can take more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art. You can more inviting than
now.

Shawn Clay:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of
the Museum of Modern Art to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of
the Museum of Modern Art can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing



what must you're doing of that time.
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