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Has the Americanization of American Catholics-their cultural assimilation, that is-been a blessing or a curse
for the Church in the United States? Or has it been a bit of both?

In American Church Russell Shaw takes a searching look at that question and reaches a disturbing
conclusion. Cultural assimilation, which was ardently championed by churchmen like the great Cardinal
James Gibbons of Baltimore around the turn of the last century, has undoubtedly conferred many benefits on
Catholics. Their absorption into the secular culture of America, however, now threatens the Catholic identity
of millions of faithful and of their institutions, such as schools, universities, and hospitals.

Shaw does not offer this conclusion as an unsupported generalization. American Church is a richly
documented analysis of a process extending over two centuries. Colorful characters and dramatic incidents
abound, including the nineteenth-century intellectual feud between Father Orestes Brownson and the
Transcendentalist convert to Catholicism Isaac Hecker, Pope Leo XIII's condemnation of Americanism, the
anti-Catholicism that greeted the presidential campaigns of Al Smith and John F. Kennedy, and the
numerous intra-Church conflicts that have divided American Catholics since the Second Vatican Council.

In concluding his study, Shaw offers a number of thought-provoking suggestions about what the Church in
America needs to do now in the face of an ongoing decline that is sapping its strength and may threaten its
very survival.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need
more time to be read. American Church: The Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain Future of
Catholicism in America can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short extra
time problems.

Kathleen Allen:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This American Church: The
Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain Future of Catholicism in America can be the solution, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Clarine Davidson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That American Church: The Remarkable Rise,
Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain Future of Catholicism in America can give you a lot of buddies because by you
looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might
be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate?
We should have American Church: The Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain Future of
Catholicism in America.

Paul Kindig:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide American Church: The Remarkable Rise, Meteoric Fall, and Uncertain
Future of Catholicism in America was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book.
If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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