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"It is indispensable that Ecuador has peace, but to have peace you need freedom and to have freedom you
need justice. And the Indian population needs justice."-President Gustavo Noboa, January 23, 2000

For five centuries, the Indians had very little voice in Ecuador. Now they are major protagonists who seek
more acceptable terms in which to coexist in a society with two vastly different world views and cultures-
that of Indians and that of the descendants of Europeans. Their recent political uprising has become the most
powerful and influential indigenous movement in Latin America. They have inspired other Indian
movements throughout the continent.

Author Allen Gerlach details the origins and evolution of the Indian rebellion, focusing on the key period of
the last thirty years. In the process, he also presents a concise political history of Ecuador. Gerlach infuses
his text with an abundant supply of quotations from participants in the rise in ethnic politics, bringing
Ecuador's history and the Indians' opposition to the country's government to life. In addition, Indians, Oil,
and Politics serves as a case study on what happens to a nation when its economy is based solely on one
commodity-in this instance, oil. The discovery of oil in the Amazon in 1967 was a major factor in Ecuador's
modernization and also sparked the Indians' fight for their rights. Oil wealth wreaked havoc on the
environment and cultures of the native people of the Amazon, and it did not end old traditions of political
fragmentation and corruption.

Gerlach explains that the Indians fought back by forming federations to advance their interests and by
joining forces with similar structures molded in the highlands of Ecuador. Together they created the
country's first truly national indigenous organization in 1986-CONAIE (The Confederation of Indigenous
Nationalities of Ecuador)-and by 2000 their movement was a major force to be reckoned with, one which
increasingly influenced state policy. This book shows how the Indians he
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From reader reviews:

Keith Taylor:

The book Indians, Oil, and Politics: A Recent History of Ecuador (Latin American Silhouettes) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a
book Indians, Oil, and Politics: A Recent History of Ecuador (Latin American Silhouettes)? Several of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Indians, Oil, and Politics: A Recent
History of Ecuador (Latin American Silhouettes) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

William Todaro:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Indians, Oil, and Politics: A Recent History of Ecuador (Latin
American Silhouettes) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer associated with Indians, Oil, and Politics: A Recent History of Ecuador
(Latin American Silhouettes) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now
thinking Indians, Oil, and Politics: A Recent History of Ecuador (Latin American Silhouettes) is not loveable
to be your top listing reading book?

Curtis Tyson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one along with theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Indians, Oil, and Politics: A Recent History of Ecuador
(Latin American Silhouettes) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Alyson Ward:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. On this modern
era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find



the Indians, Oil, and Politics: A Recent History of Ecuador (Latin American Silhouettes) when you desired
it?
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