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“The people want . . .”: This first half of slogans chanted by millions of Arab protesters since 2011 revealed
a long-repressed craving for democracy. But huge social and economic problems were also laid bare by the
protestors’ demands.

Simplistic interpretations of the uprising that has been shaking the Arab world since a young street vendor
set himself on fire in Central Tunisia, on 17 December 2010, seek to portray it as purely political, or explain
it by culture, age, religion, if not conspiracy theories. Instead, Gilbert Achcar locates the deep roots of the
upheaval in the specific economic features that hamper the region’s development and lead to dramatic social
consequences, including massive youth unemployment. Intertwined with despotism, nepotism, and
corruption, these features, produced an explosive situation that was aggravated by post-9/11 U.S. policies.
The sponsoring of the Muslim Brotherhood by the Emirate of Qatar and its influential satellite channel, Al
Jazeera, contributed to shaping the prelude to the uprising. But the explosion’s deep roots, asserts Achcar,
mean that what happened until now is but the beginning of a revolutionary process likely to extend for many
more years to come.

The author identifies the actors and dynamics of the revolutionary process: the role of various social and
political movements, the emergence of young actors making intensive use of new information and
communication technologies, and the nature of power elites and existing state apparatuses that determine
different conditions for regime overthrow in each case. Drawing a balance-sheet of the uprising in the
countries that have been most affected by it until now, i.e. Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, Bahrain, Libya and Syria,
Achcar sheds special light on the nature and role of the movements that use Islam as a political banner. He
scrutinizes attempts at co-opting the uprising by these movements and by the oil monarchies that sponsor
them, as well as by the protector of these same monarchies: the U.S. government. Underlining the limitations
of the “Islamic Tsunami” that some have used as a pretext to denigrate the whole uprising, Gilbert Achcar
points to the requirements for a lasting solution to the social crisis and the contours of a progressive political
alternative.
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From reader reviews:

Alta Valentin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The People Want: A Radical Exploration of the Arab Uprising. Try to
make the book The People Want: A Radical Exploration of the Arab Uprising as your good friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Annie Hendricks:

This The People Want: A Radical Exploration of the Arab Uprising is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The
People Want: A Radical Exploration of the Arab Uprising in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right
but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you
still doubt this?

Mack Washburn:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve
your knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get
depend on what types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you
can read education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these
kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The The People Want: A Radical Exploration of the Arab Uprising will
give you a new experience in examining a book.

William Marsh:

Beside that The People Want: A Radical Exploration of the Arab Uprising in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have The People Want: A Radical Exploration of the Arab Uprising because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable



arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
the item? Find this book and read it from right now!
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