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Imagine a language watched over by a group of "Immortals" wearing Napoleonic hats and brandishing
swords, one with rules so complex that mastery is a farce, and one whose speakers spend millions of dollars
yearly to place it artfully in literature, music, and film. Now consider that this language is second only to
English to the number of countries where it is officially spoken and has tripled in use in the last fifty years.
Simultaneously frightening users with its delicately nuanced vowels, it is also beloved by millions for its
romantic associations. The language is French, and this, is its story.

In a captivating narrative that spans the ages, from Charlemagne to Cirque du Soleil, Jean-Benoît Nadeau
and Julie Barlow unravel the mysteries of a language that has maintained its global influence despite the rise
of English. As in any good story, The Story of French has spectacular failures, unexpected successes and
bears traces of some of history's greatest figures: the tenacity of William the Conqueror, the staunchness of
Cardinal Richelieu, and the endurance of the Lewis and Clark expedition. Through this colorful history,
Nadeau and Barlow illustrate how French acquired its own peculiar culture, revealing how the culture of the
language spread among francophones the world over and yet remains curiously centered in Paris. In fact,
French is not only thriving?it still has a surprisingly strong influence on other languages. As lively as it is
fascinating, The Story of French challenges long held assumptions about French and shows why it is still the
world's other global language.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Ridgway:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who
want to start reading the book, we give you that The Story of French book as beginner and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Rachel Addison:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take The Story of French as your daily resource information.

Elizabeth McNeal:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Story of French, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Paul England:

This The Story of French is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you
who still having bit of digest in reading this The Story of French can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book
style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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