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Delving into three hundred years of Chinese literature, from the mid-sixteenth century to the mid-nineteenth,
The Libertine’s Friend uncovers the complex and fascinating history of male homosexual and homosocial
relations in the late imperial era. Drawing particularly on overlooked works of pornographic fiction,
Giovanni Vitiello offers a frank exploration of the importance of same-sex love and eroticism to the
evolution of masculinity in China.

Vitiello’s story unfolds chronologically, beginning with the earliest sources on homoeroticism in pre-
imperial China and concluding with a look at developments in the twentieth century. Along the way, he
identifies a number of recurring characters—for example, the libertine scholar, the chivalric hero, and the
lustful monk—and sheds light on a set of key issues, including the social and legal boundaries that regulated
sex between men, the rise of male prostitution, and the aesthetics of male beauty. Drawing on this trove of
material, Vitiello presents a historical outline of changing notions of male homosexuality in China, revealing
the integral part that same-sex desire has played in its culture.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Barry:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Libertine's Friend: Homosexuality and Masculinity in
Late Imperial China seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Libertine's Friend: Homosexuality and
Masculinity in Late Imperial China is not only giving you far more new information but also being your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with the book The Libertine's Friend: Homosexuality and Masculinity in Late Imperial China.
You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Kimberly Wheatley:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Libertine's Friend: Homosexuality and Masculinity in Late Imperial China your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The The Libertine's Friend: Homosexuality and Masculinity in
Late Imperial China giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Minerva Garrison:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Libertine's Friend: Homosexuality and Masculinity in Late Imperial
China this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
ideal all of you.

Arnold Allison:

You may get this The Libertine's Friend: Homosexuality and Masculinity in Late Imperial China by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can



you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update.
Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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