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Cultural conflicts about the family - including those surrounding women's social roles, abortion, same-sex
marriage, and contraception - have intensified over the last few decades among Catholics, as well as among
Americans generally. In fact, they are the source of much of the political polarization we see. But how do
individuals in local settings and cultures - especially religious ones - experience and participate in these
conflicts? Why are they so resonant?

By exploring how religion and family life are intertwined in local parish settings, Mary Ellen Konieczny
seeks to explain how and why Catholics are divided about the family. The Spirit's Tether presents a detailed
comparative ethnographic analysis of the families and local religious cultures in two Catholic parishes, one
conservative and one progressive. Through an examination of the activities of parish life and the faith stories
of parishioners, this book reveals how parishes support and shape the ways in which Catholics work out the
routines of marriage, childrearing, and work-family balance, as well as how they connect these everyday
challenges to public politics. Local parishes, Konieczny argues, promote polarization through practices that
unintentionally fragment the Catholic tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Spirit's Tether: Family, Work, and
Religion among American Catholics will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or ideal book with you?

Tawny Morgenstern:

The experience that you get from The Spirit's Tether: Family, Work, and Religion among American
Catholics may be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Spirit's Tether: Family,
Work, and Religion among American Catholics giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this
e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this particular The Spirit's Tether: Family, Work, and Religion among American Catholics instantly.

Harry Crawford:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Spirit's Tether: Family, Work, and Religion among American Catholics offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Judith Robinson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That The Spirit's Tether: Family, Work, and Religion among
American Catholics can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have factor
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have The Spirit's Tether: Family,
Work, and Religion among American Catholics.
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