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From the Biblical period and Classical Antiquity to the rise of the Renaissance and the Enlightenment,
aspects of Persian culture have been integral to European history. A diverse constellation of European artists,
poets, and thinkers have looked to Persia for inspiration, finding there a rich cultural counterpoint and frame
of reference. Interest in all things Persian was no passing fancy but an enduring fascination that has shaped
not just Western views but the self-image of Iranians up to the present day. Persophilia maps the changing
geography of connections between Persia and the West over the centuries and shows that traffic in ideas
about Persia and Persians did not travel on a one-way street.

How did Iranians respond when they saw themselves reflected in Western mirrors? Expanding on Jürgen
Habermas’s theory of the public sphere, and overcoming the limits of Edward Said, Hamid Dabashi answers
this critical question by tracing the formation of a civic discursive space in Iran, seeing it as a prime example
of a modern nation-state emerging from an ancient civilization in the context of European colonialism. The
modern Iranian public sphere, Dabashi argues, cannot be understood apart from this dynamic interaction.

Persophilia takes into its purview works as varied as Xenophon’s Cyropaedia and Nietzsche’s Thus Spoke
Zarathustra, Handel’s Xerxes and Puccini’s Turandot, and Gauguin and Matisse’s fascination with Persian
art. The result is a provocative reading of world history that dismantles normative historiography and alters
our understanding of postcolonial nations.
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From reader reviews:

Jesica Demarco:

The reserve with title Persophilia: Persian Culture on the Global Scene posesses a lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Fred Green:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Persophilia: Persian Culture on the Global Scene your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get previous to. The Persophilia: Persian Culture on the Global Scene giving you a
different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life
within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Lavonne Yates:

The book untitled Persophilia: Persian Culture on the Global Scene contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author
provides you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice examine.

Michael Mantz:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is Persophilia: Persian Culture on the Global Scene this guide consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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