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For twenty-first-century veterans of the evolution culture wars, Primitive Minds: Evolution and Spiritual
Experience in the Victorian Novel, by Anna Neill, makes unlikely bedfellows of two Victorian “discoveries”:
evolutionary theory and spiritualism. Victorian science did much to uncover the physical substratum of
mystical or dreamy experience, tracing spiritual states to a lower, reflex, or more evolutionarily primitive
stage of consciousness. Yet science’s pursuit of knowledge beyond sense-based evidence uncannily evoked
powers associated with this primitive mind: the capacity to link events across space and time, to anticipate
the future, to uncover elements of the forgotten past, and to see into the minds of others.
Neill does not ask how the Victorians explained away spiritual experience through physiological psychology,
but instead explores how physical explanation interacted with dreamy content in Victorian accounts of the
mind’s most exotic productions. This synthesis, she argues, was particularly acute in realist fiction, where,
despite novelists’ willingness to trace the nervous origins of individual behavior and its social consequences,
activity in hidden regions of the mind enabled levels of perception inaccessible to ordinary waking thought.
The authors in her study include Charlotte Brontë, Charles Dickens, George Eliot, Arthur Conan Doyle, and
Thomas Hardy.
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From reader reviews:

Felix Talarico:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Primitive Minds: Evolution and Spiritual Experience
in the Victorian Novel is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Ricardo Bishop:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Primitive Minds: Evolution and Spiritual
Experience in the Victorian Novel book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Leslie Mickle:

You may get this Primitive Minds: Evolution and Spiritual Experience in the Victorian Novel by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways
to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Ella Norman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this
Primitive Minds: Evolution and Spiritual Experience in the Victorian Novel.
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