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Nostalgia can serve as a vital tool in the emotional reconstitution and preservation of suppressed histories,
rather than sentimentally privileging the past at the expense of present concerns and limiting a culture's
progressive potential. Between 1936 and 1938, responding to a military coup in Spain led by Francisco
Franco with the support of both Hitler and Mussolini, over 2700 US anti-fascists joined 30,000 volunteers
from around the world to form the International Brigade. They came together to defend the democratically
elected Spanish government against this early manifestation of the fascist Axis. After three bloody years,
Franco's rebellion succeeded, and his dictatorship lasted until his death in 1975. From the moment the first
American volunteers returned home, and to this day, they have been holding commemorative events
recalling the struggle. For nearly seventy years, the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade have cited and
re-cited their activist past in theatrically eclectic, highly emotional commemorative performances, a site for
both nostalgia and progressive politics. Literary recitations, scripted dramatic pieces, songs, films,
photographs, and celebrity appearances have been juxtaposed with speeches, fundraising, and a rigorous
attention to pressing political and social concerns of the day. The history and content of these events is
detailed and analyzed here based on a combination of archival and ethnographic evidence. The exemplary
role of songs from the war, as both nostalgic triggers and historical artifacts, is also examined.
Commemorations of the Spanish Civil War have provided necessary anchors for a period in U.S. history
when views now thought extreme were an accepted part of mass political discourse. Through this rich, inter-
generational performance practice, a marginalized, vernacular political minority has deployed radical
nostalgia as a necessary corrective to an official culture disinterested in America's leftist past, and threatened
by its implications. Peter Glazer is Associate Professor in the Department of Theater, Dance, and
Performance Studies at the University of California, Berkeley.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Huff:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Radical Nostalgia:: Spanish
Civil War Commemoration in America. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Iona Calhoun:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Radical Nostalgia:: Spanish Civil War
Commemoration in America can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?

Elsie Hawkins:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Radical Nostalgia:: Spanish Civil War Commemoration
in America can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Radical
Nostalgia:: Spanish Civil War Commemoration in America.

Lisa Williams:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Radical Nostalgia:: Spanish Civil War
Commemoration in America to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Radical Nostalgia:: Spanish Civil War Commemoration in
America can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of this time.
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