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Site Reading offers a new method of literary and cultural interpretation and a new theory of narrative setting
by examining five sites--supermarkets, dumps, roads, ruins, and asylums--that have been crucial to American
literature and visual art since the mid-twentieth century. Against the traditional understanding of setting as a
static background for narrative action and character development, David Alworth argues that sites figure in
novels as social agents. Engaging a wide range of social and cultural theorists, especially Bruno Latour and
Erving Goffman, Site Reading examines how the literary figuration of real, material environments reorients
our sense of social relations. To read the sites of fiction, Alworth demonstrates, is to reveal literature as a
profound sociological resource, one that simultaneously models and theorizes collective life.

Each chapter identifies a particular site as a point of contact for writers and artists--the supermarket for Don
DeLillo and Andy Warhol; the dump for William Burroughs and Mierle Laderman Ukeles; the road for Jack
Kerouac, Joan Didion, and John Chamberlain; the ruin for Thomas Pynchon and Robert Smithson; and the
asylum for Ralph Ellison, Gordon Parks, and Jeff Wall--and shows how this site mediates complex
interactions among humans and nonhumans. The result is an interdisciplinary study of American culture that
brings together literature, visual art, and social theory to develop a new sociology of literature that
emphasizes the sociology in literature.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Greene:

This Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form can be one of the
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with
information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Jessica Sarmiento:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Betty Bowers:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form is
simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space
to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jere Bingham:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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