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How do rituals work? Although this is one of the first questions that people everywhere ask about rituals,
little has been written explicitly on the topic. In The Problem of Ritual Efficacy, nine scholars address this
issue, ranging across the fields of history, anthropology, medicine, and biblical studies. For "modern" people,
the very notion of ritual efficacy is suspicious because rituals are widely thought of as merely symbolic or
expressive, so that - by definition - they cannot be efficacious. Nevertheless people in many cultures assume
that rituals do indeed "work", and when we take a closer look at who makes claims for ritual efficacy (and
who disputes such claims), we learn a great deal about the social and historical contexts of such debates.
Moving from the pre-modern era-in which the notion of ritual efficacy was not particularly controversial-into
the skeptical present, the authors address a set of debates between positivists, natural scientists, and religious
skeptics on the one side, and interpretive social scientists, phenomenologists, and religious believers on the
other. Some contributors advance a particular theory of ritual efficacy while others ask whether the question
makes any sense at all. This path-breaking interdisciplinary collection will be of interest to readers in
anthropology, history, religious studies, humanities and the social sciences broadly defined, and makes an
important contribution to the larger conversation about what ritual does and why it matters to think about
such things.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Walker:

The reason? Because this The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you
a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Carrie Mathis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford
Ritual Studies) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Problem
of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This
is one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Lynda Alford:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford
Ritual Studies) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better
to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Kathy Ahmed:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual
Studies) can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford
Ritual Studies).
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