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Why did Thomas Jefferson, who claimed to abhor war and fear standing armies, in 1802 establish the United
States Military Academy? For more than two centuries this question has received scant attention, despite the
significant contributions of both Jefferson and West Point to American history.

Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy is the most comprehensive treatment to date of the origins, purposes,
and legacies of Jefferson's school on the cliffs above the Hudson River. In a series of essays, an
interdisciplinary group of military historians, legal and constitutional scholars, and experts on Jefferson's
thought challenge the conventional wisdom that the third president's founding of the academy should be
regarded as accidental or ironic. Although Jefferson feared the potential power of a standing army, the
contributors point out he also contended that "whatever enables us to go to war, secures our peace." They
take a broad view of Jeffersonian security policy, exploring the ways in which West Point bolstered
America's defenses against foreign aggression and domestic threats to the ideals of the American Revolution.

Written in clear and accessible prose, Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy should appeal to scholars and
general readers interested in military history and the founding generation.

Contributors:
· Peter S. Onuf, University of Virginia
· Don Higginbotham, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
· David N. Mayer, Capital University Law School
· Elizabeth D. Samet, United States Military Academy
· Theodore J. Crackel, East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania
· Jennings L. Wagoner Jr., University of Virginia
· Christine Coalwell McDonald, Storm King School
· Samuel J. Watson, United States Military Academy
· Robert M. S. McDonald, United States Military Academy
· Jean M. Yarbrough, Bowdoin College
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Buckley:

This Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America) are usually reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Thomas Jefferson's
Military Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America) can be on the list of great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that might
be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Thomas Jefferson's Military
Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Graciela Johnson:

Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America)
but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
thinking.

Cindy Knutson:

This Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America) is great reserve for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we
can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Thomas Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian
America) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Kathleen Bonds:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It



alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Thomas
Jefferson's Military Academy: Founding West Point (Jeffersonian America) which is finding the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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