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What can’t neuroscience tell us about ourselves? Since fMRI—functional magnetic resonance imaging—was
introduced in the early 1990s, brain scans have been used to help politicians understand and manipul ate
voters, determine guilt in court cases, and make sense of everything from musical aptitude to romantic love.
But although brain scans and other neurotechnologies have provided groundbreaking insights into the
workings of the human brain, the increasingly fashionable idea that they are the most important means of
answering the enduring mysteries of psychology is misguided—and potentially dangerous.

In Brainwashed, psychiatrist and AEI scholar Sally Satel and psychologist Scott O. Lilienfeld reveal how
many of the real-world applications of human neuroscience gloss over its limitations and intricacies, at times
obscuring—rather than clarifying—the myriad factors that shape our behavior and identities. Brain scans,
Satel and Lilienfeld show, are useful but often ambiguous representations of a highly complex system. Each
region of the brain participatesin a host of experiences and interacts with other regions, so seeing one area
light up on an fMRI in response to a stimulus doesn’t automatically indicate a particular sensation or capture
the higher cognitive functions that come from those interactions. The narrow focus on the brain’s physical
processes also assumes that our subjective experiences can be explained away by biology alone. As Satel and
Lilienfeld explain, this“neurocentric” view of the mind risks undermining our most deeply held ideas about
selfhood, free will, and personal responsibility, putting us at risk of making harmful mistakes, whether in the
courtroom, interrogation room, or addiction treatment clinic.

A provocative account of our obsession with neuroscience, Brainwashed brilliantly illuminates what

contemporary neuroscience and brain imaging can and cannot tell us about ourselves, providing a much-
needed reminder about the many factors that make us who we are.
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From reader reviews:
Floretta Smmons:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Brainwashed: The Seductive Appeal of
Mindless Neuroscience will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored.
It isfar from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate
book with you?

Dianne Tripp:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Brainwashed:
The Seductive Appeal of Mindless Neuroscience suitable to you? The actual book was written by well
known writer in this era. The book untitled Brainwashed: The Seductive Appeal of Mindless Neuroscienceis
the one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of peoplein
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previousto. The
author explained their ideain the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this
publication. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Michael Crew:

The e-book untitled Brainwashed: The Seductive Appeal of Mindless Neuroscience is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did alot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they shareto you is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of Brainwashed: The Seductive Appeal of Mindless
Neuroscience from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Miguel Penix:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Brainwashed: The Seductive Appeal of Mindless
Neuroscience can give you alot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Brainwashed: The
Seductive Appeal of Mindless Neuroscience.
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