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Praise for the first edition:

"Aberth wears his very considerable and up-to-date scholarship lightly and his study of a series of complex
and somber calamites is made remarkably vivid." -- Barrie Dobson, Honorary Professor of History,
University of York

The later Middle Ages was a period of unparalleled chaos and misery -in the form of war, famine, plague,
and death. At times it must have seemed like the end of the world was truly at hand. And yet, as John Aberth
reveals in this lively work, late medieval Europeans' cultural assumptions uniquely equipped them to face up
postively to the huge problems that they faced.

Relying on rich literary, historical and material sources, the book brings this period and its beliefs and
attitudes vividly to life. Taking his themes from the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, John Aberth
describes how the lives of ordinary people were transformed by a series of crises, including the Great
Famine, the Black Death and the Hundred Years War. Yet he also shows how prayers, chronicles, poetry,
and especially commemorative art reveal an optimistic people, whose belief in the apocalypse somehow gave
them the ability to transcend the woes they faced on this earth.

This second edition is brought fully up to date with recent scholarship, and the scope of the book is
broadened to include many more examples from mainland Europe. The new edition features fully revised
sections on famine, war, and plague, as well as a new epitaph. The book draws some bold new conclusions
and raises important questions, which will be fascinating reading for all students and general readers with an
interest in medieval history.
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From reader reviews:

David Russell:

This From the Brink of the Apocalypse: Confronting Famine, War, Plague and Death in the Later Middle
Ages book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by
reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of From the Brink of the
Apocalypse: Confronting Famine, War, Plague and Death in the Later Middle Ages without we understand
teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry From the
Brink of the Apocalypse: Confronting Famine, War, Plague and Death in the Later Middle Ages can bring
once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This From the Brink of the Apocalypse: Confronting Famine, War,
Plague and Death in the Later Middle Ages having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Sylvia Dozier:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This From the Brink of
the Apocalypse: Confronting Famine, War, Plague and Death in the Later Middle Ages is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Tim Andrus:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take From the Brink of the Apocalypse:
Confronting Famine, War, Plague and Death in the Later Middle Ages as your daily resource information.

William Vong:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,



except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this From the Brink of the
Apocalypse: Confronting Famine, War, Plague and Death in the Later Middle Ages.
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