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This book tells the story of how small farmers responded to a free-market onslaught that devastated one of
the Western Hemisphere’s most advanced social-democratic welfare states. In the early 1980s, the Latin
American debt crisis struck Costa Rica, leading to major cutbacks in the social programs that had permitted
the rural poor to attain an acceptable standard of living and a modicum of dignity.

Peasants were in the forefront of movements against these cutbacks, marching, blocking highways, and
occupying government buildings. In the struggle to preserve their livelihood, the rural poor also formed
alliances with wealthy farmers, negotiated with politicians, and embraced and then repudiated charismatic
outsiders who came to live among them and to speak in their name. These rural activists combined class-
bound politics with concerns about threatened peasant identities, practical analysis with sentimentality,
grassroots democracy with conspiratorial secrecy, and selfless sacrifice with opportunism.

The small farmers portrayed in this book are worldly, outspoken, exuberant, future-oriented, and fiercely
proud. They could hardly be less like the unsophisticated and stoic rustics so prominent in the development
literature or those contemporary peasants whose imminent disappearance is endlessly predicted by both
right- and left-wing social scientists.

The author argues that the experience of rural activism in Costa Rica in the 1980s and 1990s calls into
question much current theory about collective action, peasantries, development, and ethnographic research.
The book invites the reader to rethink debates about old and new social movements and to grapple with the
ethical and methodological dilemmas of engaged ethnography.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

In other case, little persons like to read book Peasants Against Globalization: Rural Social Movements in
Costa Rica. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a new book Peasants Against Globalization: Rural Social Movements in Costa Rica. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

David Ramos:

This Peasants Against Globalization: Rural Social Movements in Costa Rica tend to be reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Peasants Against Globalization: Rural
Social Movements in Costa Rica can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your before
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in
e-book and printed types. Beside that this Peasants Against Globalization: Rural Social Movements in Costa
Rica giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Travis Pope:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Peasants
Against Globalization: Rural Social Movements in Costa Rica.

James Valenzuela:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is actually Peasants Against Globalization: Rural Social Movements in Costa
Rica. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious



person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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