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For many of us, Byzantium remains "byzantine"--obscure, marginal, difficult. Despite the efforts of some
recent historians, prejudices still deform popular and scholarly understanding of the Byzantine civilization,
often reducing it to a poor relation of Rome and the rest of the classical world. In this book, renowned
historian Averil Cameron presents an original and personal view of the challenges and questions facing
historians of Byzantium today.

The book explores five major themes, all subjects of controversy. "Absence" asks why Byzantium is
routinely passed over, ignored, or relegated to a sphere of its own. "Empire" reinserts Byzantium into
modern debates about empire, and discusses the nature of its system and its remarkable longevity.
"Hellenism" confronts the question of the "Greekness" of Byzantium, and of the place of Byzantium in
modern Greek consciousness. "The Realms of Gold" asks what lessons can be drawn from Byzantine visual
art, and "The Very Model of Orthodoxy" challenges existing views of Byzantine Christianity.

Throughout, the book addresses misconceptions about Byzantium, suggests why it is so important to
integrate the civilization into wider histories, and lays out why Byzantium should be central to ongoing
debates about the relationships between West and East, Christianity and Islam, Catholicism and Eastern
Orthodoxy, and the ancient and medieval periods. The result is a forthright and compelling call to reconsider
the place of Byzantium in Western history and imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Niemi:

This Byzantine Matters is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data
accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read
the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Byzantine Matters in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world with ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Michael Crew:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Byzantine Matters can be the reply, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?

William Wright:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Byzantine Matters was filled about science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Robert Beaubien:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Byzantine Matters can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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