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A major project begun in 1973 reaches its conclusion with the publication of volumes 15 and 16 of the
Biographical Dictionary, a series considered "a reference work of the first order" by Theatre and Performing
Arts Collections.

Among performers highlighted in these last volumes is Catherine Tofts, a gifted singer whose popular
acclaim was captured in lines by Samuel Phillips: "How are we pleas’d when beauteous Tofts appears, / To
steal our Souls through our attentive Ears?’ / Ravish’d we listen to th’ inchanting Song, / And catch the
falling Accents from her Tongue." The first singer of English birth to master the form of Italian opera, Tofts
frequently won leading roles over native Italian singers. Her salary—£400 to £500 a season—was one of the
highest in the theatre. Her popularity declined, however, as her demands for payment increased—a situation
captured in an epigram Alexander Pope may have penned: "So bright is thy beauty, so charming thy song, /
As had drawn both the beasts and their Orpheus along; / But such is thy avarice, and such is thy pride, / That
the beasts must have starved, and the poets have died."

John Vanbrugh, whose play The Relapse is ranked as one of the best comedies of the Restoration period,
became a subordinate crown architect under Sir Christopher Wren in 1702. In 1703, Vanbrugh began plans
for the Queen’s Theatre in the Haymarket, an enterprise endorsed by the Kit Cat Club (of which Vanbrugh
was a member). Even though his lavish design was acoustically defective, restructuring helped correct the
problem and the theatre eventually became the exclusive center for opera in London.
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From reader reviews:

Dwight Ivers:

The book A Biographical Dictionary of Actors, Volume 16, W. West to Zwingman: Actresses, Musicians,
Dancers, Managers, and Other Stage Personnel in London, ... Dictionary of Actors & Actresses, 1660-1800)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the great thing like a book A Biographical Dictionary of Actors, Volume 16, W. West to Zwingman:
Actresses, Musicians, Dancers, Managers, and Other Stage Personnel in London, ... Dictionary of Actors &
Actresses, 1660-1800)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book A
Biographical Dictionary of Actors, Volume 16, W. West to Zwingman: Actresses, Musicians, Dancers,
Managers, and Other Stage Personnel in London, ... Dictionary of Actors & Actresses, 1660-1800) has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Aaron Tolleson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular A Biographical Dictionary of
Actors, Volume 16, W. West to Zwingman: Actresses, Musicians, Dancers, Managers, and Other Stage
Personnel in London, ... Dictionary of Actors & Actresses, 1660-1800) book as beginner and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Phillis Ries:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a book. The book A Biographical Dictionary of Actors, Volume 16, W. West to Zwingman:
Actresses, Musicians, Dancers, Managers, and Other Stage Personnel in London, ... Dictionary of Actors &
Actresses, 1660-1800) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book has high quality.



Rosemary Lilly:

Beside this specific A Biographical Dictionary of Actors, Volume 16, W. West to Zwingman: Actresses,
Musicians, Dancers, Managers, and Other Stage Personnel in London, ... Dictionary of Actors & Actresses,
1660-1800) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have A Biographical Dictionary of Actors, Volume
16, W. West to Zwingman: Actresses, Musicians, Dancers, Managers, and Other Stage Personnel in London,
... Dictionary of Actors & Actresses, 1660-1800) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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