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What can the history of technology contribute to our understanding of late imperial China? Most stories
about technology in pre-modern China follow a well-worn plot: in about 1400 after an early ferment of
creativity that made it the most technologically sophisticated civilisation in the world, China entered an era
of technical lethargy and decline. But how are we to reconcile this tale, which portrays China in the Ming
and Qing dynasties as a dying giant that had outgrown its own strength, with the wealth of counterevidence
affirming that the country remained rich, vigorous and powerful at least until the end of the eighteenth
century? Does this seeming contradiction mean that the stagnation story is simply wrong, or perhaps that
technology was irrelevant to how imperial society worked? Or does it imply that historians of technology
should ask better questions about what technology was, what it did and what it meant in pre-modern societies
like late imperial China?

In this book, Francesca Bray explores subjects such as technology and ethics, technology and gendered
subjectivities (both female and male), and technology and statecraft to illuminate how material settings and
practices shaped topographies of everyday experience and ideologies of government, techniques of the self
and technologies of the subject. Examining technologies ranging from ploughing and weaving to drawing
pictures, building a house, prescribing medicine or composing a text, this book offers a rich insight into the
interplay between the micro- and macro-politics of everyday life and the workings of governmentality in late
imperial China, showing that gender principles were woven into the very fabric of empire, from cosmology
and ideologies of rule to the material foundations of the state and the everyday practices of the domestic
sphere.

This authoritative text will be welcomed by students and scholars of Chinese history, as well as those
working on global history and the histories of gender, technology and agriculture. Furthermore, it will be of
great use to those interested in social and cultural anthropology and material culture.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Ybarra:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Technology, Gender and History in Imperial China: Great
Transformations Reconsidered (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship). Try to face the book
Technology, Gender and History in Imperial China: Great Transformations Reconsidered (Asia's
Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Robert Marshall:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your needs
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Technology, Gender and History in Imperial
China: Great Transformations Reconsidered (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) book as
nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Donna Gamble:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Technology, Gender and History in
Imperial China: Great Transformations Reconsidered (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Leah Humphries:

Typically the book Technology, Gender and History in Imperial China: Great Transformations Reconsidered
(Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Technology, Gender and History in Imperial China: Great Transformations
Reconsidered (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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