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This collection of authoritative essays by noted professionalsin law, psychology, civil rights, and journalism
addresses vitally important questions at the center of the debate over capital punishment in thoughtful yet
compelling ways.

The heart of the book consists of edited excerpts from two recent, controversial decisions by the United
States Supreme Court. In both cases, the Eighth Amendment plays a decisive role. In thefirst case, Baez v.
Rees, the Court affirms alower court decision that the method of capital punishment used in most

states—| ethal injection—does not violate the Eighth Amendment. In the second case, Kennedy v. Louisiana,
the ruling majority concludes that a death sentence for the crime of raping a child, even when that rapeis
violent, constitutes cruel and unusual punishment, so long as the child does not die. The contributors also
consider the effect of modern DNA evidence on invoking the death penalty, especially since this new
technology has led to the exoneration of several death-row inmates and consequently has raised doubts about
the ability of the legal system to protect innocent defendants.

This compelling and insightful volume concludes with an examination of the evidence for racial biasimplicit
in the disproportionate number of black prisoners sentenced to death.
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From reader reviews:
Warner Samuels:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Death Penalty: Debating the Moral, Legal, and
Political Issues (Contemporary Issues). Try to face the book The Death Penalty: Debating the Moral, Legal,
and Political 1ssues (Contemporary Issues) as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it isvery
fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So, let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Charlotte Ramsey:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the erathat is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Death Penalty: Debating the Moral,
Legal, and Political Issues (Contemporary Issues) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Michdle Mills;

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsisthing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experiencetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Death Penalty: Debating the Moral, Legal,
and Poalitical Issues (Contemporary Issues), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
desireto missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Ladonna Warren:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Death Penalty: Debating the Moral, Legal, and
Political Issues (Contemporary |ssues) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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