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The founder and director of the Thirty Million Words Initiative, Professor Dana Suskind, explains
why the most important—and astoundingly simple—thing you can do for your child’s future success
in life is to talk to him or her, reveals the recent science behind this truth, and outlines precisely how
parents can best put it into practice.
 
The research is in: Academic achievement begins on the first day of life with the first word said by a cooing
mother just after delivery.

A study by researchers Betty Hart and Todd Risley in 1995 found that some children heard thirty million
fewer words by their fourth birthdays than others. The children who heard more words were better prepared
when they entered school. These same kids, when followed into third grade, had bigger vocabularies, were
stronger readers, and got higher test scores. This disparity in learning is referred to as the achievement gap.

Professor Dana Suskind, MD, learned of this thirty million word gap in the course of her work as a cochlear
implant surgeon at University of Chicago Medical School and began a new research program along with her
sister-in-law, Beth Suskind, to find the best ways to bridge that gap. The Thirty Million Word Initiative has
developed programs for parents to show the kind of parent-child communication that enables optimal neural
development and has tested the programs in and around Chicago across demographic groups. They boil
down to getting parents to follow the three Ts: Tune in to what your child is doing; Talk more to your child
using lots of descriptive words; and Take turns with your child as you engage in conversation. Parents are
shown how to make the words they serve up more enriching. For example, instead of telling a child, “Put
your shoes on,” one might say instead, “It is time to go out. What do we have to do?” The lab's new five-year
longitudinal research program has just received funding so they can further corroborate their results. 

The neuroscience of brain plasticity is some of the most valuable and revolutionary medical science being
done today. It enables us to think and do better. It is making a difference in the lives of both the old and
young.  If you care for children, this landmark book is essential reading.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Lawrence:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Thirty Million Words: Building a Child's Brain.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
some sort of book Thirty Million Words: Building a Child's Brain. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

David Stephenson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Thirty Million Words: Building a Child's Brain,
you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type
is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Kimberly Foley:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. Thirty Million Words: Building a Child's Brain can be your answer given it can be read by anyone
who have those short free time problems.

Clark Palumbo:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Thirty Million Words: Building a Child's Brain can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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