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The small town has become a national icon that circulates widely in literature, culture, and politics as an
authentic American space and community. Yet there are surprisingly few critical studies that analyze the
small town’s centrality to the United States’ identity and imagination.

In Main Street and Empire, Ryan Poll addresses this need, arguing that the small town, as evoked by the

image of “Main Street,” is not a relic of the past but rather a metaphorical screen upon which America’s

“everyday” stories and subjects are projected on both a national and global scale.

Bringing together a broad selection of texts—from Thornton Wilder’s Our Town, Grace Metalious’s Peyton

Place, and Peter Weir’s The Truman Show to the speeches of William McKinley, Ronald Reagan, Sarah

Palin, and Barack Obama—Poll examines how the small town is used to imagine and reproduce the nation

throughout the twentieth- and into the twenty-first century. He contends that the dominant small town,

despite its innocent, nostalgic appearance, is central to the development of the U.S. empire and global

capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Frankie Graybill:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town
in the Age of Globalization (The American Literatures Initiative).

June Whitaker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small
Town in the Age of Globalization (The American Literatures Initiative) guide written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still uncertainty Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town in the Age of Globalization
(The American Literatures Initiative) as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is
one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Jerry Orosco:

You can obtain this Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town in the Age of Globalization (The
American Literatures Initiative) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Jason Valladares:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. So , this Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town in the Age of
Globalization (The American Literatures Initiative) can make you experience more interested to read.
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