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On September 4, 1915, hundreds of people gathered in Estes Park, Colorado, to celebrate the creation of
Rocky Mountain National Park. This new nature preserve held the promise of peace, solitude, and rapture
that many city dwellers craved. As Jerry Frank demonstrates, however, the park is much more than alovely
place.

Rocky Mountain National Park was a keystone in broader efforts to create the National Park Service, and its
history tells us a great deal about Colorado, tourism, and ecology in the American West. To Frank, the
tensions between tourism and ecology have played out across a natural stage that is anything but passive. At
nearly every turn the National Park Service found itself face-to-face with an environment that was difficult to
anticipate—and impossible to control.

Frank first takes readers back to the late nineteenth century, when Colorado boosters—already touting the
Rocky Mountains' restorative power for lung patients—set out to attract more tourists and generate revenue
for the state. He then describes how an ecological perspective came to Rocky in fits and starts, offering a
new way of imagining the park that did not sit comfortably with an entrenched management paradigm
devoted to visitor recreation and comfort.

Frank examines awide range of popular activitiesincluding driving, hiking, skiing, fishing, and wildlife
viewing to consider how they have impacted the park's flora and fauna, often leaving widespread
transformation in their wake. He subjects the decisions of park officials to close but evenhanded scrutiny,
showing how in their zeal to return the park to what they understood asits natural state, they have tinkered
with its features—sometimes with | ess than desirabl e results.

Today's Rocky Mountain National Park serves both competing visions, maintaining accessible roads and
vistas for the convenience of tourists while guarding its backcountry to preserve ecological values. Asthe
park preparesto celebrate its centennial, Frank's book advances our understanding of its past while aso
providing an important touchstone for addressing its problems in the present and future.
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From reader reviews:
Joshua Orvis:

This Making Rocky Mountain National Park: The Environmental History of an American Treasureis great
guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or
we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole factsin it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Making Rocky Mountain National Park: The Environmental History of an
American Treasure in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that.
So, thisreally isgood reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Daniel Starkey:

Y ou could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Making Rocky Mountain National
Park: The Environmental History of an American Treasure is simple to develop you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and aso soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save typically the book
in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Dan Fry:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. On the list of booksin the
top list in your reading list is usually Making Rocky Mountain National Park: The Environmental History of
an American Treasure. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Robert Berman:

You will get this Making Rocky Mountain National Park: The Environmental History of an American
Treasure by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking
from your mabile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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