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During the 1920s and 1930s, Willis Richardson (1889-1977) was highly respected as a leading African-
American playwright and drama anthologist. His plays were performed by numerous black high school,
college, and university drama groups and by theater companies in Chicago, New York, Washington D.C.,
Cleveland, Baltimore, and Atlanta. With the opening of The Chip Woman's Fortune (1923), he became the
first African American to have a play produced on Broadway. Several of his 46 plays were published in
assorted magazines, and in his essays, he urged black Americans to seek their dramatic material in their own
lives and circumstances. In addition, he edited three anthologies of plays by African-Americans. But between
1940 and his death in 1977, Richardson came to realize that his plays were period pieces and that they no
longer reflected the problems and situations of African-Americans. In the years before his death, he
attempted vigorously yet unsuccessfully to preserve several of his plays through publication, if not
production. But the man who has been called the father of African-American drama and who was considered
the hope and promise of African-American drama died in obscurity.

Richardson has even been neglected by the scholarly community. This critical biography, the first extensive
consideration of his life and work, firmly reestablishes his pioneering role in American theater. The book
begins with a detailed chronology, followed by a thoughtful biographical essay. The volume then examines
the nature of African-American drama in the 1920s, the period during which Richardson was most
productive, and it analyzes his approach to drama as a means of educating African-American audiences. It
then explores the African-American community as the central theme in Richardson's plays, for Richardson
typically looks at the consequences of refusals by blacks to help one another. The work additionally
considers Richardson's history plays, his anthologies, his dramas intended for black children, and his essays.
A concluding chapter summarizes his lasting influence; the book closes with a listing of his plays and an
extensive bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Willis
Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-American & African
Studies)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Jamie Lundquist:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is
this Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-American &
African Studies).

Jennifer Stewart:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-American
& African Studies) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Willis
Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-American & African
Studies) giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Johnny Hoffman:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama



(Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add
your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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