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With America's current and ever-widening gap between the rich and the poor and the constant threat of the
disappearance of the middle class, the Progressive Era stands out as a time when the middle class had enough
influence on the country to start its own revolution. Before the Progressive Era most Americans lived on
farms, working from before sunrise to after sundown every day except Sunday with tools that had changed
very little for centuries. Just three decades later, America was utterly transformed into a diverse, urban,
affluent, leisure-obsessed, teeming multitude. This explosive change was accompanied by extraordinary
public-spiritedness as reformers--frightened by class conflict and the breakdown of gender relations--
abandoned their traditional faith in individualism and embarked on a crusade to remake other Americans in
their own image.

The progressives redefined the role of women, rewrote the rules of politics, banned the sale of alcohol,
revolutionized marriage, and eventually whipped the nation into a frenzy for joining World War I. These
colorful, ambitious battles changed the face of American culture and politics and established the modern
liberal pledge to use government power in the name of broad social good. But the progressives, unable to
deliver on all of their promises, soon discovered that Americans retained a powerful commitment to
individual freedom. Ironically, the progressive movement helped reestablish the power of conservatism and
ensured that America would never be wholly liberal or conservative for generations to come.

Michael McGerr's A Fierce Discontent recreates a time of unprecedented turbulence and unending
fascination, showing the first American middle-class revolution. Far bolder than the New Deal of FDR or the
New Frontier of JFK, the Progressive Era was a time when everything was up for grabs and perfection
beckoned.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Vinci:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called A Fierce Discontent: The Rise
and Fall of the Progressive Movement in America, 1870-1920? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Paul Kindig:

The book A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in America, 1870-1920 give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make looking at a book A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in
America, 1870-1920 being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up
and read a guide A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in America, 1870-
1920. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how
do you think about this e-book?

Donald Purcell:

Typically the book A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in America, 1870-
1920 will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book A Fierce
Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in America, 1870-1920 is much recommended
to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

James Coles:

A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in America, 1870-1920 can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in America, 1870-1920
although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial contemplating.
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