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William Link's account of the transformation of Virginia's country schools between 1870 and 1920 fills
important gaps in the history of education and the social history of the South. His theme is the impact of
localism and community on the processes of public education -- first as a motive force in the spread of
schooling, then as a powerful factor that collided with the goals of urban reformers.

After the Civil War, localism dominated every dimension of education in rural Virginia and in the rural
South. School expansion depended upon local enthusiasm and support, and rural education was increasingly
integrated into this environment. These schools mirrored the values of the society. Drawing expertly from
varied sources, Link recreates this local world: the ways in which schools were organized and governed, the
experiences of teachers and students, and the impact of local control. In so doing, he reveals the harmony of
the nineteenth-century, one-room school with its surrounding community.

After 1900, the schools entered a long period of change. They became a prime target of urban social
reformers who regarded localism as a corrosive force responsible for the South's weak political structure,
racial tensions, and economic underdevelopment. School reformers began a process that ultimately reshaped
every dimension of rural public education in Virginia. During the decades surrounding World War I they
initiated sweeping changes in governance, curriculum, and teacher training that would have an impact for the
next several generations. They also attempted -- for the most part successfully -- to impose a segregated
pedagogy.

Link carefully develops the role of the Virginia reformers, never assuming that reform and modernization
were unmixed blessings. The reformers succeeded, he argues, only by recognizing the power and
significance of local control and by respecting the strength of community influence over schools.

Originally published in 1986.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Kamp:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book A Hard Country and a Lonely Place:
Schooling, Society, and Reform in Rural Virginia, 1870-1920 (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies)
will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

William Perrotta:

The knowledge that you get from A Hard Country and a Lonely Place: Schooling, Society, and Reform in
Rural Virginia, 1870-1920 (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) could be the more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to understand but A Hard Country and a Lonely Place: Schooling, Society, and Reform in
Rural Virginia, 1870-1920 (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the
item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific A Hard Country and a Lonely Place:
Schooling, Society, and Reform in Rural Virginia, 1870-1920 (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies)
instantly.

Donald Labelle:

A Hard Country and a Lonely Place: Schooling, Society, and Reform in Rural Virginia, 1870-1920 (Fred W.
Morrison Series in Southern Studies) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A Hard Country and a Lonely
Place: Schooling, Society, and Reform in Rural Virginia, 1870-1920 (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern
Studies) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of
crucial thinking.

Margaret Velasquez:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been



exactly added. This book A Hard Country and a Lonely Place: Schooling, Society, and Reform in Rural
Virginia, 1870-1920 (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) was filled in relation to science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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