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In 1939, fifty million Americans went to the movies every week, Louis B. Mayer was the highest-paid man
in the country, and Hollywood produced 530 feature films a year. One decade and five thousand movies
later, the studios were faltering. The 1940s became the decade of Hollywood's decline: anticommunist
hysteria excommunicated some of its best talent, while a 1948 antitrust consent decree ended many of the
business practices that had made the studio system so profitable.

In this masterful work of cultural history, the legendary Otto Friedrich tells the story of Hollywood's heyday
and decline in a vivid narrative featuring an all-star cast of the actors, writers, musicians, composers,
producers, directors, racketeers, labor leaders, journalists, and politicians who played major parts in the
movie capital during the turbulent decade from World War II to the Korean War.

Friedrich draws on sources from celebrity biographies to trade-union history, mingling lively gossip with
analysis of Hollywood's seedier business dealings and telling the stories of legendary movies such as Citizen
Kane, The Maltese Falcon, Double Indemnity, and All About Eve.

A classic portrait of a special place in a special time, City of Nets gives us a singular behind-the-scenes
glimpse into a bygone era that still captivates our imaginations.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

This CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in the 1940's usually are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in the 1940's can be
on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed you with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this CIty
of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in the 1940's forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Alfred Cox:

The reserve untitled CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in the 1940's is the guide that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in the 1940's from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Robert Beck:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood
in the 1940's that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can
pick CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in the 1940's become your own starter.

Michelle Gilbert:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in the 1940's why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.
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