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In a groundbreaking study of the day-to-day law and culture of slavery, Ariela Gross investigates the local
courtrooms of the Deep South where ordinary people settled their disputes over slaves. Buyers sued sellers
for breach of warranty when they considered slaves to be physically or morally defective; owners sued
supervisors who whipped or neglected slaves under their care. Double Character seeks to explain how
communities dealt with an important dilemma raised by these trials: how could slaves who acted as moral
agents be treated as commodities? Because these cases made the character of slaves a central legal question,
slaves' moral agency intruded into the courtroom, often challenging the character of slaveholders who saw
themselves as honorable masters. Gross looks at the stories about white and black character that witnesses
and litigants put forth in court. She not only reveals the role of law in constructing "race" but also offers a
portrait of the culture of slavery, one that addresses historical debates about law, honor, and commerce in the
American South.

Gross maintains that witnesses and litigants drew on narratives available in the culture at large to explain the
nature and origins of slaves' character, such as why slaves became runaways. But the legal process also
shaped their expressions of racial ideology by favoring certain explanations over others. Double Character
brings to life the law as a dramatic ritual in people's daily lives, looking at trials from the perspective of
litigants, lawyers, doctors, and the slaves themselves. The author's approach combines the methods of
cultural anthropology, quantitative social history, and critical race theory.
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From reader reviews:

John Glass:

The book Double Character: Slavery and Master in the Antebellum Southern Courtroom give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make examining a book Double Character: Slavery and Master in the Antebellum Southern Courtroom
to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a
publication Double Character: Slavery and Master in the Antebellum Southern Courtroom. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
publication?

James Cansler:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Double Character: Slavery and Master in the Antebellum Southern Courtroom your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get previous to. The Double Character: Slavery and Master in the Antebellum Southern
Courtroom giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Robert Ford:

Double Character: Slavery and Master in the Antebellum Southern Courtroom can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Double Character: Slavery and Master in the Antebellum Southern Courtroom although doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
thinking.

Rena Campbell:

This Double Character: Slavery and Master in the Antebellum Southern Courtroom is great e-book for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim



no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Double Character: Slavery and Master in the Antebellum Southern Courtroom
in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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