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In 1995, promising a more active political presence for unions, John Sweeney was elected president of the
AFL-CIO. Labor would develop a"new voice," one that could not be ignored or taken for granted by
Democratic and Republican politicians. However, by the summer of 2005 opposition to Sweeney's
|eadership threatened to divide the labor movement.

In The Future of Organized Labor in American Politics, Peter L. Francia discusses the effects of Sweeney's
controversial tenure as president and assesses |abor's influence on American political elections and
legidlation. Drawing on interviews with union and business leaders, as well as campaign-finance and public-
opinion data, Francia argues that Sweeney has employed a more effective and expansive grassroots political
operation than his predecessors. He challenges critics who dismiss Sweeney's efforts as a failure but cautions
that the decline in union membership presents a serious crisis for the labor movement.

When unions emphasize "grassroots' strategies they can effectively compete against the financial power of
big business and can make a significant difference in congressiona palitics. Francia analyzes organized
labor's political activities, its coalitions with other interest groups, and its influence on voter turnout, election
results, and votes in Congress. He also examines the effects of Sweeney's embrace of progressive causes and
labor's increasing willingness to challenge Democrats who vote against labor's interests.

For al his successes, Sweeney's tenure has not been without its problems. Labor's presence in American
politicsis threatened by shrinking membership in unions. Francia suggests that if unions want to remain a
viable political force in congressional politics, they must devote more resources to organizing workers.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Gines:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
are reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Future of Organized Labor in American Politics.

Enrique Hayes:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Future of Organized Labor in
American Politics is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Mary Bunch:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to you is The Future of Organized Labor in American Palitics this book consist alot
of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suited al of you.

Gregory Polster:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or rea
their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you personaly. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this The Future of Organized Labor in American Politics can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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