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At the end of the First World War, the Paris Peace Conference saw a battle over the future of empire. The
victorious allied powers wanted to annex the Ottoman territories and German colonies they had occupied;
Woodrow Wilson and a groundswell of anti-imperialist activism stood in their way. France, Belgium, Japan
and the British dominions reluctantly agreed to an Anglo-American proposal to hold and administer those
allied conquests under "mandate" from the new League of Nations. In the end, fourteen mandated territories
were set up across the Middle East, Africa and the Pacific. Against all odds, these disparate and far-flung
territories became the site and the vehicle of global transformation.

In this masterful history of the mandates system, Susan Pedersen illuminates the role the League of Nations
played in creating the modern world. Tracing the system from its creation in 1920 until its demise in 1939,
Pedersen examines its workings from the realm of international diplomacy; the viewpoints of the League's
experts and officials; and the arena of local struggles within the territories themselves. Featuring a cast of
larger-than-life figures, including Lord Lugard, King Faisal, Chaim Weizmann and Ralph Bunche, the
narrative sweeps across the globe-from windswept scrublands along the Orange River to famine-blighted
hilltops in Rwanda to Damascus under French bombardment-but always returns to Switzerland and the
sometimes vicious battles over ideas of civilization, independence, economic relations, and sovereignty in
the Geneva headquarters. As Pedersen shows, although the architects and officials of the mandates system
always sought to uphold imperial authority, colonial nationalists, German revisionists, African-American
intellectuals and others were able to use the platform Geneva offered to challenge their claims. Amid this
cacophony, imperial statesmen began exploring new means - client states, economic concessions - of
securing Western hegemony. In the end, the mandate system helped to create the world in which we now
live.

A riveting work of global history, The Guardians enables us to look back at the League with new eyes, and
in doing so, appreciate how complex, multivalent, and consequential this first great experiment in
internationalism really was.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Woods:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book The Guardians: The League of Nations and the Crisis
of Empire ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication The Guardians: The League of Nations and the
Crisis of Empire is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book The
Guardians: The League of Nations and the Crisis of Empire. You never really feel lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Ashley Williams:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this The Guardians: The League of Nations and the Crisis of Empire.

Lillie Granado:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Guardians: The
League of Nations and the Crisis of Empire, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Faye Springer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
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