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Current global tensions and the spread of terrorism have resurrected in the West a largely negative
perception of Islamic society, an ill will fueled by centuries of conflict and prejudice. Shedding light on the
history behind these hostile feelings, Frederick Quinn's timely volume traces the Western image of Islam
from its earliest days to recent times.
Quinn establishes four basic themes around which the image of Islam gravitates throughout history: the
Prophet as Antichrist, heretic, and Satan; the Prophet as Fallen Christian, corrupted monk, or Arab Lucifer;
the prophet as sexual deviant, polygamist, and charlatan, and the Prophet as Wise Easterner, Holy Person,
and dispenser of wisdom. A feature of the book is a strong portrayal of Islam in literature, art, music, and
popular culture, drawing on such sources as Cervantes's Don Quixote; the Orientalism of numerous visual
artists; the classical music of Monteverdi and Mozart; and more recent cultural manifestations, such as music
hall artists like Peter Dawson and Edith Piaf; and stage or silver screen representations like The Garden of
Allah, The Sheik, Aladdin, and The Battle of Algiers. Quinn argues that an outpouring of positive information
on basically every aspect of Islamic life has yet to vanquish the hostile and malformed ideas from the past.
Conflict, mistrust, and misunderstanding characterize the Muslim-Christian encounter, and growing
examples of cooperation are often overshadowed by anger and suspicion.
In this important book, Quinn highlights long-standing historical prejudices but also introduces the reader to
some of the landmark voices in history that have worked toward a greater understanding of Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Mueller:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Sum of All Heresies: The Image of Islam in Western Thought.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some
sort of book The Sum of All Heresies: The Image of Islam in Western Thought. You can add expertise and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Sheldon Downs:

The knowledge that you get from The Sum of All Heresies: The Image of Islam in Western Thought is the
more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Sum of All Heresies: The Image of Islam in
Western Thought giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number
of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this The Sum of All Heresies: The Image of Islam in Western Thought instantly.

Eugene Howard:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Sum of All Heresies: The Image
of Islam in Western Thought can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Tara Payton:

You can obtain this The Sum of All Heresies: The Image of Islam in Western Thought by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.
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