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For nearly half a century, James D. Hart's Oxford Companion to American Literature has offered a matchless
guided tour through American literary culture, both past and present. Hart now presents the first abridgement
of the Companion in a paperback edition, making the entries of the greatest general interest from the original
volume available to a much wider audience.
Compact and affordable, The Concise Oxford Companion to American Literature contains over 2,000
entries, including brief biographies of important authors, plot summaries of individual works, descriptions of
important literary movements, and a wealth of information on other aspects of American literary life and
history from the Colonial period to the modern era. It devotes approximately 325 of the biographical entries
to contemporary writers, introducing such newcomers to the Companion as William Kennedy, Grace Paley,
and Raymond Carver. The more specialized and esoteric entries from the original have been omitted.
Like its predecessor, The Concise Oxford Companion contains a thorough system of cross references to
guide the reader to related information on a given topic, as well as a chronological Index outlining significant
events in the literary and social history of the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Sandiford:

The book with title The Concise Oxford Companion to American Literature (Oxford Paperback Reference)
has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Deborah Beaudry:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
The Concise Oxford Companion to American Literature (Oxford Paperback Reference) your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The The Concise Oxford Companion to
American Literature (Oxford Paperback Reference) giving you one more experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Bruce Parisien:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Concise Oxford Companion to
American Literature (Oxford Paperback Reference) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Emily Meredith:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Concise Oxford Companion to American
Literature (Oxford Paperback Reference) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a
book and learn it. Beside that the e-book The Concise Oxford Companion to American Literature (Oxford
Paperback Reference) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of the time.
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