
American Pests: The Losing War on Insects from
Colonial Times to DDT

James E. McWilliams

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=023113942X
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=023113942X
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=023113942X


American Pests: The Losing War on Insects from Colonial
Times to DDT

James E. McWilliams

American Pests: The Losing War on Insects from Colonial Times to DDT James E. McWilliams

The world of insects is one we only dimly understand. Yet from using arsenic, cobalt, and quicksilver to kill
household infiltrators to employing the sophisticated tools of the Orkin Man, Americans have fought to
eradicate the "bugs" they have learned to hate.

Inspired by the still-revolutionary theories of Rachel Carson's Silent Spring, James E. McWilliams argues for
a more harmonious and rational approach to our relationship with insects, one that does not harm our
environment and, consequently, ourselves along the way. Beginning with the early techniques of colonial
farmers and ending with the modern use of chemical insecticides, McWilliams deftly shows how America's
war on insects mirrors its continual struggle with nature, economic development, technology, and federal
regulation. He reveals a very American paradox: the men and women who settled and developed this country
sought to control the environment and achieve certain economic goals; yet their methods of agricultural
expansion undermined their efforts and linked them even closer to the inexorable realities of the insect
world.

As told from the perspective of the often flamboyant actors in the battle against insects, American Pests is a
fascinating investigation into the attitudes, policies, and practices that continue to influence our behavior
toward insects. Asking us to question, if not abandon, our reckless (and sometimes futile) attempts at insect
control, McWilliams convincingly argues that insects, like people, have an inherent right to exist and that in
our attempt to rid ourselves of insects, we compromise the balance of nature.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Estrella:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take American Pests: The Losing War on Insects from Colonial Times to DDT as
the daily resource information.

Evan Reyes:

This book untitled American Pests: The Losing War on Insects from Colonial Times to DDT to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Lisa Bentley:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book American Pests: The Losing War on Insects from
Colonial Times to DDT it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book features high quality.

Susan Douglas:

American Pests: The Losing War on Insects from Colonial Times to DDT can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing American Pests:
The Losing War on Insects from Colonial Times to DDT yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information
can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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