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In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, as German Jews struggled for legal emancipation and social
acceptance, they also embarked on a program of cultural renewal, two key dimensions of which were
distancing themselves from their fellow Ashkenazim in Poland and giving a special place to the Sephardim
of medieval Spain. Where they saw Ashkenazic Jewry as insular and backward, a result of Christian
persecution, they depicted the Sephardim as worldly, morally and intellectually superior, and beautiful,
products of the tolerant Muslim environment in which they lived. In this elegantly written book, John Efron
looks in depth at the special allure Sephardic aesthetics held for German Jewry.

Efron examines how German Jews idealized the sound of Sephardic Hebrew and the Sephardim’s physical
and moral beauty, and shows how the allure of the Sephardic found expression in neo-Moorish synagogue
architecture, historical novels, and romanticized depictions of Sephardic history. He argues that the shapers
of German-Jewish culture imagined medieval Iberian Jewry as an exemplary Jewish community, bound by
tradition yet fully at home in the dominant culture of Muslim Spain. Efron argues that the myth of Sephardic
superiority was actually an expression of withering self-critique by German Jews who, by seeking to
transform Ashkenazic culture and win the acceptance of German society, hoped to enter their own golden
age.

Stimulating and provocative, this book demonstrates how the goal of this aesthetic self-refashioning was not
assimilation but rather the creation of a new form of German-Jewish identity inspired by Sephardic beauty.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Francis:

Within other case, little folks like to read book German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of
book German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Stacy Perry:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this German
Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic.

Edward Carroll:

Often the book German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic has a lot associated with on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Angela Joseph:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic, you
can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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