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Today the idea of traveling within the United States for leisure purposes is so commonplace it is hard to
imagine a time when tourism was not a staple of our cultural life. Yet as Richard H. Gassan persuasively
demonstrates, at the beginning of the nineteenth century travel for leisure was strictly an aristocratic luxury
beyond the means of ordinary Americans. It wasn't until the second decade of the century that the first
middle-class tourists began to follow the lead of the well-to-do, making trips up the Hudson River valley
north of New York City, and in a few cases beyond. At first just a trickle, by 1830 the tide of tourism had
become a flood, a cultural change that signaled a profound societal shift as the United States stepped onto the
road that would eventually lead to a modern consumer society.

According to Gassan, the origins of American tourism in the Hudson Valley can be traced to a confluence of
historical accidents, including the proximity of the region to the most rapidly growing financial and
population center in the country, with its expanding middle class, and the remarkable beauty of the valley
itself. But other developments also played a role, from the proliferation of hotels to accommodate tourists, to
the construction of an efficient transportation network to get them to their destinations, to the creation of a
set of cultural attractions that invested their experience with meaning. In the works of Washington Irving and
James Fenimore Cooper and the paintings of Thomas Cole and others of the Hudson River School, travelers
in the region encountered the nation's first literary and artistic movements. Tourism thus did more than
provide an escape from the routines of everyday urban life; it also helped Americans of the early republic
shape a sense of national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Birth of American Tourism: New York, the
Hudson Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
As long as we know about how is important a book The Birth of American Tourism: New York, the Hudson
Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able
to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Glen Hoffman:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Birth of American Tourism: New York, the Hudson Valley, and American Culture,
1790-1835 book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer regarding The Birth of American Tourism: New York, the Hudson Valley, and
American Culture, 1790-1835 content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking The
Birth of American Tourism: New York, the Hudson Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835 is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Leo Rizer:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Birth of American
Tourism: New York, the Hudson Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835 that give your fun preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick The Birth of American Tourism:
New York, the Hudson Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835 become your starter.

Sally Rose:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pics on



there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
, this The Birth of American Tourism: New York, the Hudson Valley, and American Culture, 1790-1835 can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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