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John Wilkes remains one of the most colourful and intriguing characters of eighteenth-century Britain. Born
in 1725, the son of a prosperous London distiller, he was given the classical education of a gentleman, before
entering politics as a Whig. Finding his party in opposition following the accession of George III in 1760 he
took up his pen with sensational effect, and made a career out of excoriating the new administration and
promoting the Whig interest. His charismatic style and vicious wit soon ensured that he became a figurehead
for the radical cause, earning him many admirers and many enemies. Amongst the latter were the king, and
the artist William Hogarth who famously depicted Wilkes as a grinning, squint-eyed, pug-nosed agent of
misrule. Whilst Wilkes's political career has been much explored, particularly the period between 1763 and
1774, much less has been written about his remarkable private life. This biography provides a more
comprehensive examination of Wilkes throughout his long life than has hitherto been available. Taking a
thematic, rather than chronological approach it is divided into six main chapters covering family, ambition,
sex, religion, class and money, which allows a much more rounded picture of Wilkes to emerge. In so doing
it provides a fascinating insight, not only into one of the most intriguing characters of the Georgian period,
but also into wider eighteenth-century British society and its shifting attitudes to morality, politics and
gender.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Walton:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book John Wilkes: The Lives of a Libertine. All
type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Emily Higginbotham:

The guide with title John Wilkes: The Lives of a Libertine has lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Lidia Mejia:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This John Wilkes: The Lives of a
Libertine is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

William Sam:

You can obtain this John Wilkes: The Lives of a Libertine by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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