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OVER THE YEARS, THERE HAS BEEN MUCH SPECULATION about how Jackson prison came to be
so immense and why it perpetually cycled between disrepute and disorder on one hand and hopeful programs
and productive industry on the other. Once built, the question as to whether it might just be too massive ever
to be properly managed was raised repeatedly over its existence. Were its problems a curse of design or just
adeveloping legacy? Who conceived it, planned it and brought it into being? What problems already present
in the old prison had survived transplant to the new? Answers to these questions require the following of an
often obscure and erratic paper trail. This book is subtitled “A History and aMemoir.” An even more
accurate description might have been “ A History Illuminated by a Memoir.” For aimost three decades
(nearly half of its existence), Perry Johnson was intimately involved in the operation of the State Prison of
Southern Michigan at Jackson. Starting there as alowly counselor in 1955, he would, before his career was
over, serve the prison as the Deputy Warden, Administrative Assistant to the Warden and Warden — before
moving on to oversee al of Michigan's prisons and eventually becoming Director of the entire Department of
Corrections. It would be no exaggeration to say that he knew Jackson Prison inside and out. To the reader’s
benefit, the recounting of this career is not merely arecitation of events, but also an evaluation of their
meaning and context. It is atale told with humor and compassion. Asisinevitablein any history of an old-
line prison there are stories involving extreme violence and cruelty — but these are leavened with others that
are genuinely funny.
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From reader reviews:
Mildred Ortiz:

The book Jackson: The Rise and Fall of The World's Largest Walled Prison: A history and amemoir can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we |eave the best thing
like a book Jackson: The Rise and Fall of The World's Largest Walled Prison: A history and a memoir? A
few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many detailsfor us. Itis
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you are able to share al of these. Book Jackson: The Rise and Fall of The
World's Largest Walled Prison: A history and amemoir has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So
itisvery wonderful.

Colby Tapia:

The e-book untitled Jackson: The Rise and Fall of The World's Largest Walled Prison: A history and a
memoir is the book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did alot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of Jackson: The Rise and Fall of The
World's Largest Walled Prison: A history and a memoir from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Christy Fowler:

Typically the book Jackson: The Rise and Fall of The World's Largest Walled Prison: A history and a
memoir has alot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The
book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Patrick Austin:

Beside thiskind of Jackson: The Rise and Fall of The World's Largest Walled Prison: A history and a
memoir in your phone, it can give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Jackson: The Rise and Fall of The
World's Largest Walled Prison: A history and a memoir because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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