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"Unique and important . . . Patterns of Culture is a signpost on the road to a freer and more tolerant life." --
New York Times

A remarkable introduction to cultural studies, Patterns of Culture is an eloquent declaration of the role of
culture in shaping human life. In this fascinating work, the renowned anthropologist Ruth Benedict compares
three societies -- the Zuni of the southwestern United States, the Kwakiutl of western Canada, and the
Dobuans of Melanesia -- and demonstrates the diversity of behaviors in them. Benedict's groundbreaking
study shows that a unique configuration of traits defines each human culture and she examines the
relationship between culture and the individual. Featuring prefatory remarks by Franz Boas, Margaret Mead,
and Louise Lamphere, this provocative work ultimately explores what it means to be human.

"That today the modern world is on such easy terms with the concept of culture . . . is in very great part due
to this book." -- Margaret Mead

"Benedict's Patterns of Culture is a foundational text in teaching us the value of diversity. Her hope for the
future still has resonance in the twenty-first century: that recognition of cultural relativity will create an
appreciation for 'the coexisting and equally valid patterns of life which mankind has created for itself from
the raw materials of existence.'" -- from the new foreword by Louise Lamphere, past president of the
American Anthrolopological Association

Ruth Benedict (1887-1948) was one of the most eminent anthropologists of the twentieth century. Her
profoundly influential books Patterns of Culture and The Chrysanthemum and the Sword: Patterns of
Japanese Culture were bestsellers when they were first published, and they have remained indispensable
works for the study of culture in the many decades since.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ellefson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Patterns of
Culture? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Ida Hamilton:

The book with title Patterns of Culture has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
profit after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

John Wilson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Patterns of Culture why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jesus Geist:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This Patterns of Culture can give you a lot of pals because by you taking
a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have Patterns of Culture.
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