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One May day in 1896, at a dining-room table in Cambridge, England, a meeting took place between a
Romanian-born maverick Jewish intellectual and twin learned Presbyterian Scotswomen, who had assembled
to inspect several pieces of rag paper and parchment. It was the unlikely start to what would prove a
remarkable, continent-hopping, century-crossing saga, and one that in many ways has revolutionized our
sense of what it means to lead a Jewish life.
 
In Sacred Trash, MacArthur-winning poet and translator Peter Cole and acclaimed essayist Adina Hoffman
tell the story of the retrieval from an Egyptian geniza, or repository for worn-out texts, of the most vital
cache of Jewish manuscripts ever discovered. This tale of buried scholarly treasure weaves together
unforgettable portraits of Solomon Schechter and the other heroes of this drama with explorations of the
medieval documents themselves—letters and poems, wills and marriage contracts, Bibles, money orders,
fiery dissenting tracts, fashion-conscious trousseaux lists, prescriptions, petitions, and mysterious magical
charms. Presenting a panoramic view of nine hundred years of vibrant Mediterranean Judaism, Hoffman and
Cole bring modern readers into the heart of this little-known trove, whose contents have rightly been dubbed
“the Living Sea Scrolls.” Part biography and part meditation on the supreme value the Jewish people has
long placed on the written word, Sacred Trash is above all a gripping tale of adventure and redemption.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found
World of the Cairo Geniza (Jewish Encounters Series) to read.

Evan Reyes:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found
World of the Cairo Geniza (Jewish Encounters Series) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

David Byrd:

The knowledge that you get from Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World of the Cairo Geniza (Jewish
Encounters Series) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Sacred Trash: The
Lost and Found World of the Cairo Geniza (Jewish Encounters Series) giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this particular Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World of the Cairo
Geniza (Jewish Encounters Series) instantly.

Tommy Bowles:

You can get this Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found World of the Cairo Geniza (Jewish Encounters Series)
by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem
if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are



still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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