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When Elvis crooned "Bright light city . . . gonna set my soul on fire," he voiced and embraced the siren call
of a glittering urban utopia that continues to mesmerize millions. Call it Sin City or Lost Wages, Las Vegas
definitely deserves its rapturous "Viva!"

Larry Gragg, however, invites readers to view Las Vegas in an entirely new way. While countless other
authors have focused on its history or gaming industry or entertainment ties, Gragg considers how popular
culture has depicted the city and its powerful allure over its first century.

Drawing on hundreds of films, television programs, novels, and articles, Gragg identifies changing trends in
the city's portraits. Until the 1940s, boosters promoted it as the "last frontier town," a place where
prospectors and cowboys enjoyed liquor, women, and wide-open gambling. Then in the early 1950s
commentators increasingly characterized Las Vegas as a sophisticated resort city in the desert, and ever since
then journalists, filmmakers, and novelists have depicted a city largely built by organized crime and featuring
non-stop entertainment, gambling, luxury, and, of course, beautiful—and available—women.

In Gragg's narrative, these images form a kaleidoscope of lights, sounds, characters, and ultimately
amazement about this neon oasis. In these pages, readers will meet gangsters like Bugsy Siegel, Tony
Spilotro, and Lefty Rosenthal, as well as Las Vegas's most popular entertainers: Elvis Presley, Sinatra's Rat
Pack, Liberace, and Wayne Newton, not to mention the Folies Bergere showgirls. And Gragg's skillful
interweaving of fictional and journalistic accounts of organized crime shows just how mutually reinforcing
they have become over the years.

Vegas will always make people's eyes light up as bright as the Strip, witness the new TV show Vegas or the
recent film The Hangover. For everyone entranced by its glitter and glamour, Bright Light City is a must read
boasting color photos and bursting with insider details: an eclectic blend of stories, people, sights, and
sounds that together make up this desert city's extraordinary appeal.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Lee:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Bright Light City: Las Vegas in Popular Culture (Culture
America (Hardcover)). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important some sort of book Bright Light City: Las Vegas in Popular Culture (Culture America
(Hardcover)). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a
book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's study.

Carl Brinkley:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Bright Light City: Las Vegas
in Popular Culture (Culture America (Hardcover)) to read.

Jean Taylor:

This Bright Light City: Las Vegas in Popular Culture (Culture America (Hardcover)) book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. That Bright Light City: Las Vegas in Popular Culture (Culture America
(Hardcover)) without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't become worry Bright Light City: Las Vegas in Popular Culture (Culture America (Hardcover)) can
bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have
it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Bright Light City: Las Vegas in Popular Culture (Culture
America (Hardcover)) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

John Hayes:

This Bright Light City: Las Vegas in Popular Culture (Culture America (Hardcover)) is new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Bright Light City: Las Vegas in Popular Culture (Culture America (Hardcover)) can be the light food for



yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't
any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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