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Willem de Kooning is one of the most important artists of the twentieth century, a true “painter’s painter”
whose protean work continues to inspire many artists. In the thirties and forties, along with Arshile Gorky
and Jackson Pollock, he became a key figure in the revolutionary American movement of abstract
expressionism. Of all the painters in that group, he worked the longest and was the most prolific, creating
powerful, startling images well into the 1980s.

The first major biography of de Kooning captures both the life and work of this complex, romantic figure in
American culture. Ten years in the making, and based on previously unseen letters and documents as well as
on hundreds of interviews, this is a fresh, richly detailed, and masterful portrait. The young de Kooning
overcame an unstable, impoverished, and often violent early family life to enter the Academie in Rotterdam,
where he learned both classic art and guild techniques. Arriving in New York as a stowaway from Holland in
1926, he underwent a long struggle to become a painter and an American, developing a passionate friendship
with his fellow immigrant Arshile Gorky, who was both a mentor and an inspiration. During the Depression,
de Kooning emerged as a central figure in the bohemian world of downtown New York, surviving by doing
commercial work and painting murals for the WPA. His first show at the Egan Gallery in 1948 was a
revelation. Soon, the critics Harold Rosenberg and Thomas Hess were championing his work, and de
Kooning took his place as the charismatic leader of the New York school—just as American art began to
dominate the international scene.

Dashingly handsome and treated like a movie star on the streets of downtown New York, de Kooning had a
tumultuous marriage to Elaine de Kooning, herself a fascinating character of the period. At the height of his
fame, he spent his days painting powerful abstractions and intense, disturbing pictures of the female
figure—and his nights living on the edge, drinking, womanizing, and talking at the Cedar bar with such
friends as Franz Kline and Frank O’Hara. By the 1960s, exhausted by the feverish art world, he retreated to
the Springs on Long Island, where he painted an extraordinary series of lush pastorals. In the 1980s, as he
slowly declined into what was almost certainly Alzheimer’s, he created a vast body of haunting and ethereal
late work.

This is an authoritative and brilliant exploration of the art, life, and world of an American master.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mackenzie:

The book de Kooning: An American Master make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book de Kooning: An American Master to
become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a e-book
de Kooning: An American Master. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Madeleine Bandy:

de Kooning: An American Master can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
place every word into delight arrangement in writing de Kooning: An American Master nevertheless doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Orville Norman:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book de Kooning: An American Master was multi-colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book de Kooning: An American Master has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading in which.

Mary Parker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this de Kooning: An American Master.
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