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There is a striking similarity between Marian devotional songs and secular love songs of the late Middle
Ages and Renaissance. Two disparate genres--one sacred, the other secular; one Latin, the other vernacular--
both praise an idealized, impossibly virtuous woman. Each does so through highly stylized derivations of
traditional medieval song forms--Marian prayer derived from earlier Gregorian chant, and love songs and
lyrics from medieval courtly song. Yet despite their obvious similarities, the two musical and poetic
traditions have rarely been studied together. Author David J. Rothenberg takes on this task with remarkable
success, producing a useful and broad introduction to Marian music and liturgy, and then coupling that with
an incisive comparative analysis of these devotional forms and the words and music of secular love songs of
the period.

The Flower of Paradise examines the interplay of Marian devotional and secular poetics within polyphonic
music from ca. 1200 to ca. 1500. Through case studies of works that demonstrate a specific symbolic
resonance between Marian devotion and secular song, the book illustrates the distinctive ethos of this period
in European culture. Rothenberg makes use of an impressive command of liturgical and religious studies,
literature and poetry, and art history to craft a study with wide application across disciplinary boundaries.
With its broad scope and unique, incisive analysis, this book will open up new ways of thinking about the
history and development of secular and sacred music and the Marian tradition for scholars, students, and
anyone with an interest in medieval and Renaissance religious culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Fowler:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Flower of Paradise: Marian Devotion and Secular Song in Medieval and
Renaissance Music. Try to make the book The Flower of Paradise: Marian Devotion and Secular Song in
Medieval and Renaissance Music as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Maria Vanness:

The book The Flower of Paradise: Marian Devotion and Secular Song in Medieval and Renaissance Music
will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Flower of
Paradise: Marian Devotion and Secular Song in Medieval and Renaissance Music is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Eric Totten:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book
that need more time to be read. The Flower of Paradise: Marian Devotion and Secular Song in Medieval and
Renaissance Music can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Nancy Herman:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve The Flower of Paradise: Marian Devotion and Secular Song in
Medieval and Renaissance Music was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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