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Ralph Waldo Emerson is one of the most important figures in the history of American thought, religion, and
literature. The vitality of his writings and the unsettling power of his example continue to influence us more
than a hundred years after his death. Now Robert D. Richardson Jr. brings to life an Emerson very different
from the old stereotype of the passionless Sage of Concord. Drawing on a vast amount of new material,
including correspondence among the Emerson brothers, Richardson gives us a rewarding intellectual
biography that is also a portrait of the whole man.

These pages present a young suitor, a grief-stricken widower, an affectionate father, and a man with an
abiding genius for friendship. The great spokesman for individualism and self-reliance turns out to have been
a good neighbor, an activist citizen, a loyal brother. Here is an Emerson who knew how to laugh, who was
self-doubting as well as self-reliant, and who became the greatest intellectual adventurer of his age.

Richardson has, as much as possible, let Emerson speak for himself through his published works, his many
journals and notebooks, his letters, his reported conversations. This is not merely a study of Emerson's
writing and his influence on others; it is Emerson's life as he experienced it. We see the failed minister, the
struggling writer, the political reformer, the poetic liberator.

The Emerson of this book not only influenced Thoreau, Fuller, Whitman, Dickinson, and Frost, he also
inspired Nietzsche, William James, Baudelaire, Marcel Proust, Virginia Woolf, and Jorge Luis Borges.
Emerson's timeliness is persistent and striking: his insistence that literature and science are not separate
cultures, his emphasis on the worth of every individual, his respect for nature.

Richardson gives careful attention to the enormous range of Emerson's readings—from Persian poets to
George Sand—and to his many friendships and personal encounters—from Mary Moody Emerson to the
Cherokee chiefs in Boston—evoking both the man and the times in which he lived. Throughout this book,
Emerson's unquenchable vitality reaches across the decades, and his hold on us endures.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Perez:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Emerson: The Mind on Fire
(Centennial Books) to read.

Patricia Vasquez:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Emerson: The Mind on Fire (Centennial Books) as
your daily resource information.

Robert Marques:

The reason why? Because this Emerson: The Mind on Fire (Centennial Books) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Linda Livingston:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Emerson: The Mind on Fire
(Centennial Books) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Emerson: The
Mind on Fire (Centennial Books) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one
book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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