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In 1862, four years after Minnesota was ratified as the thirty-second state in the Union, simmering tensions
between indigenous Dakota and white settlers culminated in the violent, six-week-long U.S.–Dakota War.
Hundreds of lives were lost on both sides, and the war ended with the execution of thirty-eight Dakotas on
December 26, 1862, in Mankato, Minnesota—the largest mass execution in American history. The following
April, after suffering a long internment at Fort Snelling, the Dakota and Winnebago peoples were forcefully
removed to South Dakota, precipitating the near destruction of the area’s native communities while
simultaneously laying the foundation for what we know and recognize today as Minnesota.
 
In North Country: The Making of Minnesota, Mary Lethert Wingerd unlocks the complex origins of the
state—origins that have often been ignored in favor of legend and a far more benign narrative of
immigration, settlement, and cultural exchange. Moving from the earliest years of contact between
Europeans and the indigenous peoples of the western Great Lakes region to the era of French and British
influence during the fur trade and beyond, Wingerd charts how for two centuries prior to official statehood
Native people and Europeans in the region maintained a hesitant, largely cobeneficial relationship. Founded
on intermarriage, kinship, and trade between the two parties, this racially hybridized society was a meeting
point for cultural and economic exchange until the western expansion of American capitalism and violation
of treaties by the U.S. government during the 1850s wore sharply at this tremulous bond, ultimately leading
to what Wingerd calls Minnesota’s Civil War.
 
A cornerstone text in the chronicle of Minnesota’s history, Wingerd’s narrative is augmented by more than
170 illustrations chosen and described by Kirsten Delegard in comprehensive captions that depict the
fascinating, often haunting representations of the region and its inhabitants over two and a half centuries.
North Country is the unflinching account of how the land the Dakota named Mini Sota Makoce became the
State of Minnesota and of the people who have called it, at one time or another, home.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Holden:

The ability that you get from North Country: The Making of Minnesota is the more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but North Country: The Making of Minnesota giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this particular North Country: The Making of Minnesota instantly.

Patsy Hall:

The book untitled North Country: The Making of Minnesota contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in
the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone,
or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Homer Douglas:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely North Country: The Making of Minnesota. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Latonya Sams:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as
of book North Country: The Making of Minnesota. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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