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For much of the twentieth century, France recruited colonial subjects from sub-Saharan Africa to serve in its
military, sending West African soldiers to fight its battles in Europe, Southeast Asia, and North Africa. In
this exemplary contribution to the “new imperial history,” Gregory Mann argues that this shared military
experience between France and Africa was fundamental not only to their colonial relationship but also to the
reconfiguration of that relationship in the postcolonial era. Mann explains that in the early twenty-first
century, among Africans in France and Africa, and particularly in Mali—where Mann conducted his
research—the belief that France has not adequately recognized and compensated the African veterans of its
wars is widely held and frequently invoked. It continues to animate the political relationship between France
and Africa, especially debates about African immigration to France.

Focusing on the period between World War I and 1968, Mann draws on archival research and extensive
interviews with surviving Malian veterans of French wars to explore the experiences of the African soldiers.
He describes the effects their long absences and infrequent homecomings had on these men and their
communities, he considers the veterans’ status within contemporary Malian society, and he examines their
efforts to claim recognition and pensions from France. Mann contends that Mali is as much a postslavery
society as it is a postcolonial one, and that specific ideas about reciprocity, mutual obligation, and uneven
exchange that had developed during the era of slavery remain influential today, informing Malians’
conviction that France owes them a “blood debt” for the military service of African soldiers in French wars.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Erhart:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Native
Sons: West African Veterans and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture).

Mary Flynn:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure. People is
human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time coming to
you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It
can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read will be Native
Sons: West African Veterans and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture).

Sharon Clayton:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Native Sons: West African Veterans
and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture) that give your pleasure preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you can pick Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the
Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture) become your own personal starter.

David Earnest:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Native Sons: West African Veterans
and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture) or perhaps others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to include
their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Native Sons: West African



Veterans and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture) to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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