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Some central questions in the natural and social sciences can't be answered by controlled laboratory
experiments, often considered to be the hallmark of the scientific method. This impossibility holds for any
science concerned with the past. In addition, many manipulative experiments, while possible, would be
considered immoral or illegal. One has to devise other methods of observing, describing, and explaining the
world.

In the historical disciplines, a fruitful approach has been to use natural experiments or the comparative
method. This book consists of eight comparative studies drawn from history, archeology, economics,
economic history, geography, and political science. The studies cover a spectrum of approaches, ranging
from a non-quantitative narrative style in the early chapters to quantitative statistical analyses in the later
chapters. The studies range from a simple two-way comparison of Haiti and the Dominican Republic, which
share the island of Hispaniola, to comparisons of 81 Pacific islands and 233 areas of India. The societies
discussed are contemporary ones, literate societies of recent centuries, and non-literate past societies.
Geographically, they include the United States, Mexico, Brazil, western Europe, tropical Africa, India,
Siberia, Australia, New Zealand, and other Pacific islands.

In an Afterword, the editors discuss how to cope with methodological problems common to these and other
natural experiments of history.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Garcia:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Natural Experiments of History seemed to be making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The guide Natural Experiments of History is not only giving you much more new information but also
to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship with all the book Natural Experiments of History. You never experience lose out
for everything in the event you read some books.

Gina Keller:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be read. Natural Experiments of History can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have
those short spare time problems.

Kristen Clifford:

Beside this Natural Experiments of History in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Natural
Experiments of History because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but
you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss that? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Carey Gilliam:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually Natural Experiments of History. This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review
this guide you can get many advantages.
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