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In this highly original work, Thomas D. Wilson offers surprising new insights into the origins of the political
storms we witness today. Wilson connects the Ashley Cooper Plan--a seventeenth-century model for a well-
ordered society imagined by Anthony Ashley Cooper (1st Earl of Shaftesbury) and his protege John Locke--
to current debates about views on climate change, sustainable development, urbanism, and professional
expertise in general. In doing so, he examines the ways that the city design, political culture, ideology, and
governing structures of the Province of Carolina have shaped political acts and public policy even in the
present. Wilson identifies one of the fundamental paradoxes of American history: although Ashley Cooper
and Locke based their model of rational planning on assumptions of equality, the lure of profits to be had
from slaveholding soon undermined its utopian qualities. Wilson argues that in the transition to a slave
society, the "Gothic" framework of the Carolina Fundamental Constitutions was stripped of its original
imperative of class reciprocity, reverberating in American politics to this day.

Reflecting on contemporary culture, Wilson argues that the nation's urban-rural divide rooted in this earlier
period has corrosively influenced American character, pitting one demographic segment against another.
While illuminating the political philosophies of Ashley Cooper and Locke as they relate to cities, Wilson
also provides those currently under attack by antiurbanists--from city planners to climate scientists--with a
deeper understanding of the intellectual origins of a divided America and the long history that reinforces it.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Reardon:

The book The Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern Political Culture
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
studying a book The Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern Political
Culture to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a book The
Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern Political Culture. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Christy McCurry:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Ashley Cooper Plan:
The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern Political Culture is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Brian Mejia:

Precisely why? Because this The Ashley Cooper Plan: The Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern
Political Culture is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such
as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Catherine Ng:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Ashley Cooper Plan: The
Founding of Carolina and the Origins of Southern Political Culture which is obtaining the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's see.
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