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The Chronicle of the Czechs  by Cosmas of Prague (d. 1125) is a masterwork of medieval historical writing,
deeply erudite, consciously researched, and narrated in high rhetorical style. Regarded as the foundational
narrative of Czech history, it is the source of the oldest stories about the land, people, and rulers of Bohemia
and Moravia. Lisa Wolverton provides the first annotated English translation of this eminently enjoyable and
teachable work.

The first of the three books of the Chronicle describes the earliest people to arrive in Bohemia, the first rulers
and the origins of the P?emyslid dynasty, the founding of Prague, and the early phases of Christianization.
Book Two covers the period from 1037 to 1092, the age of Duke B?etislav I and his five contentious sons.
Book III treats events contemporary with the author's writing, a time of great political upheaval, both
internally and in relation to neighboring Germans, Poles, and Hungarians. Preeminently concerned with
rulers and political life, the chronicle is striking for its narrative brilliance, vivid characters and scenes,
dramatic dialogues, evocative soliloquies, and deep classical and Biblical erudition. In composing it, Cosmas
sought to define the Czechs as a nation through history, compel them to think about their political culture,
and urge reform, justice, and responsibility.

The oldest history of a Slavic people written by a Slav, the work rivals any medieval chronicle in its verve,
accessibility, and insight into the very nature of political power. The Chronicle of the Czechs will be
indispensable for medieval specialists wanting to extend their reach into Eastern Europe, as well as for
college instructors in search of a lively and insightful text on medieval political life generally.

"The book's clear introduction, well-drawn maps, and generous notes serve as gentle but essential guides for
students and scholars alike. Cosmas's medieval masterwork deserves no less than this impressive and
accessible translation."--David Mengel, Xavier University

ABOUT THE TRANSLATOR:

Lisa Wolverton is associate professor of history at the University of Oregon, coauthor of Reinventing
Knowledge: From Alexandria to the Internet, and author of Hastening toward Prague: Power and Society in
the Medieval Czech Lands.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"The first Slavic historian of a Slavic people (as the translator notes, p. 3), Cosmas described in three books



the story of the Czechs from mythic prehistory through the early generations of the ruling Premyslid dynasty.
His learned and lively history makes the age come alive, and it is absolutely essential for the study of early
Czech history. . . . Wolverton has made an important contribution by making this text available in English.
Her translation is excellent, and the accompanying notes are extremely useful. . . . A useful bibliography,
three maps, a genealogy, and lists of rulers and bishops complement this welcome book. . . . Essential."--P.
W. Knoll, Choice
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Hernandez:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Chronicle of the Czechs (Medieval Texts in Translation).
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a
new book The Chronicle of the Czechs (Medieval Texts in Translation). You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Karen Keegan:

The reserve with title The Chronicle of the Czechs (Medieval Texts in Translation) includes a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Herman Pruitt:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Chronicle of the Czechs (Medieval Texts in
Translation) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Chronicle of the
Czechs (Medieval Texts in Translation) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Carole Houston:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these
claims The Chronicle of the Czechs (Medieval Texts in Translation).
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