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Griffins, Cyclopes, Monsters, and Giants--these fabulous creatures of classical mythology continue to live in
the modern imagination through the vivid accounts that have come down to us from the ancient Greeks and
Romans. But what if these beings were more than merely fictions? What if monstrous creatures once roamed
the earth in the very places where their legends first arose? This is the arresting and original thesis that
Adrienne Mayor explores in The First Fossil Hunters. Through careful research and meticulous
documentation, she convincingly shows that many of the giants and monsters of myth did have a basis in
fact--in the enormous bones of long-extinct species that were once abundant in the lands of the Greeks and
Romans.

As Mayor shows, the Greeks and Romans were well aware that a different breed of creatures once inhabited
their lands. They frequently encountered the fossilized bones of these primeval beings, and they developed
sophisticated concepts to explain the fossil evidence, concepts that were expressed in mythological stories.
The legend of the gold-guarding griffin, for example, sprang from tales first told by Scythian gold-miners,
who, passing through the Gobi Desert at the foot of the Altai Mountains, encountered the skeletons of
Protoceratops and other dinosaurs that littered the ground.

Like their modern counterparts, the ancient fossil hunters collected and measured impressive petrified
remains and displayed them in temples and museums; they attempted to reconstruct the appearance of these
prehistoric creatures and to explain their extinction. Long thought to be fantasy, the remarkably detailed and
perceptive Greek and Roman accounts of giant bone finds were actually based on solid paleontological facts.
By reading these neglected narratives for the first time in the light of modern scientific discoveries, Adrienne
Mayor illuminates a lost world of ancient paleontology.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Hampton:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek
and Roman Times. Try to stumble through book The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth
in Greek and Roman Times as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Janice Smith:

This The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in
Greek and Roman Times without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't be worry The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and
Roman Times can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs,
Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times having good arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Edward Yung:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The First Fossil Hunters:
Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs,
Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times become your current starter.

Ian Hall:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The First Fossil Hunters:
Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times is simple to create you can read it in the park,
in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book,



you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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