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In Cinema Approaching Reality, Victor Fan brings together, for the first time, Chinese and Euro-American
film theories and theorists to engage in critical debates about film in Shanghai and Hong Kong from the
1920s through 1940s. His point of departure is a term popularly employed by Chinese film critics during this
period, bizhen, often translated as “lifelike” but best understood as “approaching reality.” What these
Chinese theorists mean, in Fan’s reading, is that the cinematographic image is not a form of total reality, but
it can allow spectators to apprehend an effect as though they had been there at the time when an event
actually happened.

Fan suggests that the phrase “approaching reality” can help to renegotiate an aporia (blind spot) that
influential French film critic André Bazin wrestled with: the cinematographic image is a trace of reality, yet
reality is absent in the cinematographic image, and the cinema makes present this absence as it reactivates
the passage of time. Fan enriches Bazinian cinematic ontology with discussions on cinematic reality in
Republican China and colonial Hong Kong, putting Western theorists—from Bazin and Kracauer to
Baudrillard, Agamben, and Deleuze—into dialogue with their Chinese counterparts. The result is an eye-
opening exploration of the potentialities in approaching cinema anew, especially in the photographic
materiality following its digital turn.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Cinema Approaching
Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Thomas Rinaldi:

Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Cinema
Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Wesley Mansour:

This Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory is new way for you who has attention to
look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Cinema Approaching Reality:
Locating Chinese Film Theory can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is
easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life and knowledge.

Judi Orta:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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